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On the Rhyming Practice of Tangut Poems
NIE Hongyin

Abstract: Summing up the rhyming characters of Tangut poems into three categories, it is pointed out in
the present paper that the phenomenon of rhyme combination, reflecting the oral language at that time, is
quite different from the Tangut rhyme dictionary Wenhai which proves to be an imitation of relevant Chin-
ese dictionaries.Previous reconstruction of Tangut phonemic system rigidly adheres to the rthyme division
in Wenhai and lacks some argumentation on the nature of Wenhai in advance.

Key words: Tangut language; poems; rhyme categories; Sea of the Characters
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