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M. BXI]E  Abstract

It has been said for a Long time that there were no uvular explosive initi
-als in the Tangut Language, but as we see, this conclusion cannot be used to

explain certain facts of Tangut-Chinese transcription in the Fanhan Heshi z-

hangzhong-zhu,and to some extent,it interferes with the comparative study of
he Tibeto-Burman languages,

The aim of the present paper is to make out a liypothesis of uvular initia
-Is in the Tangut language and the pre-Tangut language, Our evidences are:1)
according to the fanqoe spellings in the Tangnt dictionary wenhai,Tangut chart

-acters with initial*y should be divided into two groups, one of which takes a
fricative initial, the other takes an explosive initial;2)Tangut characters of the

said explosive group are transcribed by Chinese binoms yige $#&, yijie 5% or

some other characters with small rings which indicate that the place of articul
-ation should be a little bit back of the ordinary k;3)some of the Tangut word
-s with our assumed initial *G prove to be cognat;— to the corresponiding words
with uvular initial a/qh in some other Tibeto-Burman languages, we may also
believe that therc co-&_x—isted two uvular initials in the pre<Tngut language, ie

-e.a voiced*G and an unvoiced'q, the former béing well preserved in Tangut b

-ut becoming unvoiced in other Tibeto-Burman languages, the latter being well
preserved in some Tibeto-Burman | anguages but becoming initial k/kh in the
Tangut language,
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