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Reconstruction of the Initials of the Phonology
of the Tangut Language

Sun Hongkai

Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology . Chinese Academy of Social Sciences ,
Beijing 100081

Collaborative Innovation Center for Language Ability, Xuzhou  Jiangsu 221009

Abstract There are a number of versions of reconstruction of the initial system of the Tangut
phonology. Basically, they have almost invariably adopted the method of inner-language reconstruc-
tion. In order to avoid the limitation, this paper has turned to the cognate words in Qiangic languages
apart from the method of inner-language reconstruction. The initial system reconstructed in this paper
is, therefore, different from the previous versions in the following aspects: a) the reconstruction of
the uvula stop system; b) the reconstruction of nasal voiced stop, voiced affricative, nasal aspirated
stop, and aspirated affricative, and their minimal contrasts with the pure voiced consonant; ¢) the re-
construction of three sets of affricatives and the distinction between dorsal sound and dental sound; d)
the reconstruction of 16 consonant clusters with the preposed ‘h-" and ‘A~ and the related reasons.

Keywords Tangut language; Initial system; reconstruction; Qiangic languages
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