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A Textual Research on Sutras Transmitted
by Xianjue Imperial Preceptor

Nie Hongyin (p.293)

Xianjue Imperial Preceptor Boluo Xiansheng in the middle 12"
century was a Blama who first bore the title “Imperial Preceptor” in
Chinese history. Nowadays there survived four Tantric texts transmitted
by him, which reflects that he took an interest more in practice than in
speculative thinking, for he merely briefly introduced the regulations of
Tantric chanting and tribute process but did not say even a single word
on Buddhist theory. Available materials show that Xianjue Imperial
Preceptor, being nominally the highest officer of Buddhist affairs and
monks, existed only as a symbol of Tangut Royal Tantrism without
providing any substantial help for the government or Buddhism there.
In this point of view, “Imperial Preceptor” in the early stage of Xixia
was entirely different in nature from that in Yuan political institution,
and Xianjue’s status in cultural history was not as important as

previously expected.

A Study on the Inheritance and Innovation
of Chinese Phonology in Xixia

Sun Bojun (p.313)

Based on the compilation format of rhyming dictionaries and other
Tangut dictionaries, as well as the translation and utilization of
Chinese. phonological terms, this paper investigates its inheritance and
innovation from Chinese phonology. It points out that some “errors” of
the translated phonological terms and compilation format, are actually
a kind of innovation based on the characteristics of Tangut language,
and the reflection of the phonetic characteristics of Hexi dialect of 12"

century.



